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The Episcopal Parish of Alton has as its mission:   
the knowing and praising of God and his Son Jesus,  

outreach to the needy,  
and the giving and receiving of love. 
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Almighty God,  
we thank you  

for making the earth fruitful,  
so that it might produce  
what is needed for life:   

Bless those who work in the fields; 
give us seasonable weather; and 

grant that we may all share  
the fruits of the earth,  

rejoicing in your goodness;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen.       

   -Book of Common Prayer, p. 828 



   

Dear Friends,  

On Saturday September 12, our parish co-sponsored with 1st Presbyterian Church the 
Lewis and Clark Mobile Health Unit.  This was a new venture which we hope will be re-
peated annually.  This year the facilities at 1st Presbyterian Church were used.  Next year 
we hope St. Paul’s will be the base, as we seek to involve other downtown churches in this 
co-operative venture.  Anyway ….. there I was in the fellowship hall at 1st Pres and I no-
ticed a tent-like structure behind which was a little room.  Could I please take a look in-
side?  Yes, of course.  Well, guess what I saw …  

The room contained items which members had brought back from their holidays.  There 
were items from Peru, China, Scotland (golf caps from St. Andrew’s) and many other 
countries.  The contents of the room are sold by 1st Pres young people and the money real-
ized helps to fund their youth program.  I got to thinking.  What if our own members, many 
of whom travel extensively, brought back an item from vacation and we started such a 
room of our own?  What could I have brought back from my trip to England I wonder?  
Suggestions?  

Apart from anything else such items tell a story, and we ourselves love to tell stories about 
our trips (I apologize for boring many of you with stories about my trip!) and we love to 
share our experiences with others.  Telling our stories is a large part of what we are.  What 
do you think of another idea?  

We have a rich heritage in our parish and many of our senior members have stories to tell 
about this or that person, experience, event from the past.  What if we asked some folks to 
tell us their stories and we recorded them for posterity?  Living History one could almost 
call it.  Talking of which …  

The first four Saturdays in October, from 1 – 3 p.m. at Alton City Cemetery, the program 
Vintage Voices seeks to do something similar as people portray notable characters from 
Alton’s rich history.  This year five Episcopalians are involved.  Why not make time to 
come along and hear their stories?        

Yours sincerely,         

Fr. David+ 



PLEASE DONATE TO BOILER FUND  

Removal of the obsolete boilers and piping is complete.   
Installation of the new heating system should start soon.  

Our goal is to raise $60,000 from members’ contributions  
over the next two years to pay for the new heating system.   
As of the middle of September, we have received $5,340.  

Can you help? 
Please make your check to St. Paul’s Episcopal Church  

and memo it The Boiler Fund.   
Thanks so much for your generosity! 

Give a Helping Hand With Coats for Kids  

The Episcopal Parish of Alton will once again participate in the River Bend 
Head Start and Family Services organization’s program Coats for Kids.  

The collection will take place from Sunday, September 27 through Sunday, 
November 1, 2009.   

We are requesting new or slightly used coats for children sizes 3 to 8, and/or a 
cash contribution.  Head Start is asking only for the above 
sizes at this time because they don't know yet what other 
sizes they will need.  They will take whatever cash is donated 
to purchase the larger sizes themselves.  

Please be as generous as you can.      

Sincerely and with God’s Blessing,     

Al Elkins and Bill Eagleton    
Evangelism and Outreach Commission 



       

Celebrate the Feast of St. Francis with 

Blessing of the Animals  

Sunday, October 4, 2009 
St. Paul’s Garden 

2:00 p.m.  

Pets must be suitably leashed or caged.   

You are requested to bring an item for 
the Alton Area Animal Aid Association 

(5A’s).      

Please invite your friends  
and their animal friends  

for this very special liturgy. 



UTO Sundays Set for October 11 and 18  
A special collection for the United Thank Offering (UTO) will 
be taken during the Fall Ingathering which is set for October 11 
and 18.  Our offerings will be presented at the Diocesan Synod 
on October 24.  

UTO is a ministry of the Episcopal Church administered by the Episcopal Church 
Women.  These monetary gifts support grants for ministries at home and overseas 
as an outreach of the Episcopal Church.  

Look for a letter with your UTO envelope in your mailbox soon.  Please give gen-
erously.        

ECW 

JAZZ in the Garden  
Imagine (and hope for) a lovely fall evening. . .  

the garden at St. Paul's is comfortably cool,  
St. Francis's fountain plays restfully,  

the sun sets pink over the Mississippi. . .   
and there we all are, sharing our bottles of wine and light snacks with others  

as we enjoy the music provided by our own  
Mike Alexander and Sean Stone.  

We hope YOU will help complete this picture! 
         Friends are welcome!  

Saturday, October 17th 
5:30 - 7:00 p.m.     

Carl Slaughter and Jane Hill    
Parish Life Commission 



Parish to Celebrate 
HARVEST FESTIVAL  

October 18  

What better time to share the bounty of the earth than 
harvest time?  We will celebrate with Harvest Festival 
Services at both Trinity Chapel and St. Paul’s Church on 

Sunday, October 18.  During these services we will emphasize our thankful-
ness to God for the earth’s bounty as well as share our blessings with others.  

The churches will be decorated for the Festival with produce and canned or 
boxed food products, to be donated by parishioners.  Please check the posted 
sign-up sheets for items still needed.  All food donations should be brought 
to the church no later than 9:00 a.m. on Friday, October 16, as the Altar 
Guild will decorate for Harvest Festival that day beginning at 10:00 a.m.  
After our celebration of sharing, we will give what has been collected to Cri-
sis Food Center.  

Also be sure to bring the money from your 
Jars of Grace to church on October 18.  Re-
member that in last month’s newsletter we 
asked that during September you take a jar 
and put your coins into it when you have a 
meal, and that you say a prayer for the hungry 
as you give thanks for and ask God’s blessing 

of the food you eat.  
And we asked that you then change the coins for paper 
money and bring the money to church on October 18 
for the Harvest Festival.  This is a very simple way of 
supporting a worthwhile charity.  

Please join us in this time of sharing our blessings with 
the less fortunate. 



 
Book Discussion Features  
A Thousand Splendid Suns  

A Thousand Splendid Suns by Khaled Hosseini is the Book Discussion Group’s 
featured book for October.  The discussion, to be led by Marje Du Vivier, will be 
held Wednesday, October 28 beginning at 2:00 p.m. at Trinity Chapel.    

Upcoming selections include The Christmas Box by Richard Paul Evans on De-
cember 2 (a combined meeting for November and December) and Prince of Tides 
by Pat Conroy in January.  Book discussions are normally held on the fourth 
Wednesday of each month in the Parish Hall at Trinity Chapel at 2:00 p.m.     

Is there a particular book you’d like to read?  Let us know.  Everyone is welcome, 
even if for just one discussion!  For more information, please contact Susan Luka-
sik at 466-1074 or e-mail slukasik@piasanet.com.         

Education Commission 

A Thousand Splendid Suns is a breathtaking story set 
against the volatile events of Afghanistan’s last thirty 
years—from the Soviet invasion to the reign of the Taliban 
to the post-Taliban rebuilding—that puts the violence, fear, 
hope, and faith of this country in intimate, human terms.  It 
is a tale of two generations of characters brought jarringly 
together by the tragic sweep of war, where personal lives—
the struggle to survive, raise a family, find happiness—are 
inextricable from the history playing out around them.  

Propelled by the same storytelling instinct that made The 
Kite Runner a beloved classic, A Thousand Splendid Suns 
is at once a remarkable chronicle of three decades of Af-
ghan history and a deeply moving account of family and 

friendship.  It is a striking, heart-wrenching novel of an unforgiving time, an 
unlikely friendship, and an indestructible love. 



132nd Diocesan Synod 
Set for October 23-24  

The 132nd Synod of the Diocese of Springfield is 
scheduled for October 23-24, 2009.  This year it is being held at 
The Cathedral Church of St. Paul in Springfield.  

Scheduled business for the diocesan convention includes approval 
of the 2010 diocesan budget, election of diocesan officers and rep-
resentatives, and voting on various resolutions.  Representing the 
Episcopal Parish of Alton are Fr. Boase and five lay delegates:  
Bill Eagleton, Joseph Cobetto, Jane Hill, Kareen Eagleton, and 
Gay Bryant.  

Preceding Synod, each of the deaneries in the diocese holds a 
deanery meeting.  This year St. Thomas’ Church in Glen Carbon is 
hosting the meeting of the Darrow Deanery.  It will be held on 
Sunday, October 11, at 2:00 p.m.  Representing our parish are Fr. 
Boase and two lay delegates, Bill Eagleton and Joseph Cobetto.  

If you have any questions or comments concerning this year’s 
Synod, please contact any of the representatives.   

 

The October meeting of The Guild of Grace  
will be held in Heneghan Hall at St. Paul's  
on Wednesday, October 28, at 6:00 p.m.  
to prepare for the Chili supper of October 31.  
Please plan to attend and help set up for that 
night. We will order dinner in that evening.      

Barbara Ulffers 




