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The Episcopal Parish of Alton has asits mission:
the knowing and praising of God and his Son Jesus,
outreach to the needy,
and the giving and receiving of love.

The discipline of gratitude
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Rector's Warden: Charles Buxton is a pure gift.
Parish Warden: Bill Eagleton In the past,

Clerk of the Vestry: Jane Hill

Treasurer: Bill Bryant | always thought of gratitude

as a spontaneous response

Fr. Boase 467-0697 . .
Mike Alexander 465-5993 to the awareness of gifts received,
Terry Allen 465-6410 but now | realize that gratitude
Bill Bryant 466-4806 can also be lived as a discipline.
Charles Buxton 462-5832 T .

Jeff Dunnagan 467-2771 The discipline of gratitude
Linda Dunnagan 467-2771 is the explicit effort to acknowledge
Bill Eagleton 376-6901 that all | am and have

Al Elkins 465-4125 L .

Diana Enloe 463-0391 is given to me as a gift of love,
Jasper Fisher 250-3177 a gift to be celebrated with joy.
Jane Hill 466-7362 _

Susan Lukasik 466-1074 —Henri JM. Nouwen

Carl Slaughter 377-3757




RIRECTOR

Dear Friends,

Sunday November 1% is an important day, for not only do we need to remember that
daylight saving time ends, we also observe the Feast of All Saints. Recently | came
across some writings of St. Bernard of Clairvaux, and I’ d like to share with you now
what he wrote about The Importance of the Saints. Before that, afew facts about St.
Bernard himself.

St. Bernard of Clairvaux was born to a noble family near Dijon, France, in 1090 AD.
St. Bernard was inspired by the example of a new religious congregation, the Cisterci-
ans, who had abandoned the relative ease and security of Benedictine monasticism of
that day to live according to the primitive pattern of St. Benedict through hard manual
labor, solitude, and rigorous prayer. When St. Bernard decided to abandon the privi-
lege of noble life to enter the monastery, he brought over 30 noble relatives with

him. Once professed he was very soon made abbot and went on to found over 40
monasteriesin hislifetime. St. Bernard died in 1153 and was | ater proclaimed a saint
and a Doctor of the Church. Thisiswhat he wrote about the importance of the saints:

Why should our praise and glorification, or even the celebration of this feast
day mean anything to the saints? What do they care about earthly honors
when their heavenly Father honors them by fulfilling the faithful promise of the
Son? What does our commendation mean to them? The saints have no need of
honor from us; neither does our devotion add the slightest thing to what is
theirs. Clearly, if we venerate their memory;, it serves us, not them. But | tell
you, when | think of them, | feel myself inflamed by a tremendous yearning.

Calling the saints to mind inspires, or rather arousesin us, above all else, a
longing to enjoy their company, so desirableinitself. Welong to sharein the
citizenship of heaven, to dwell with the spirits of the blessed, to join the assem-
bly of patriarchs, the ranks of the prophets, the council of apostles, the great
host of martyrs, the noble company of confessors and the choir of virgins. In
short, we long to be united in happiness with all the saints. But our disposi-
tions change. The Church of all the first followers of Christ awaits us, but we
do nothing about it. The saints want us to be with them, and we are indiffer-
ent. The souls of the just await us, and we ignore them.



Come, brothers, let us at length spur ourselves on. We must rise again
with Christ, we must seek the world which is above and set our mind on the
things of heaven. Let uslong for those who are longing for us, hasten to
those who are waiting for us, and ask those who ook for our coming to
intercede for us. We should not only want to be with the saints, we should
also hope to possess their happiness. While we desire to be in their com-
pany, we must also earnestly seek to share in their glory. Do not imagine
that there is anything harmful in such an ambition asthis; there is no dan-
ger in setting our hearts on such glory.

When we commemor ate the saints we are inflamed with another yearning:
that Christ our life may also appear to us as he appeared to them and that
we may one day sharein hisglory. Until then we see him, not as heis, but
as he became for our sake. Heisour head, crowned, not with glory, but
with the thorns of our sins.

As members of that head, crowned with thorns, we should be ashamed to
livein luxury; his purple robes are a mockery rather than an honor. When
Christ comes again, his death shall no longer be proclaimed, and we shall
know that we also have died, and that our life is hidden with him. The glo-
rious head of the Church will appear and his glorified memberswill shine
in splendor with him, when he forms this lowly body anew into such glory
as belongs to himself, its head.

Therefore, we should aim at attaining this glory with a wholehearted and
prudent desire. That we may rightly hope and strive for such blessedness,
we must above all seek the prayers of the saints. Thus, what is beyond our
own powers to obtain will be granted through their intercession.

Food for thought!

Yours sincerely, -

Fr. David+
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Daylight Saving Time ends at 2:00 a.m. YOUR

on Sunday,
November 1, 2009. CL@CKS
Remember to set your clocks back one hour! B ACK

All Saints Day and All Souls Day
to Be Commemor ated

All Saints' Day, November 1, falls on a Sunday this year, and the Parish
will celebrate the feast during regular Sunday services. All Souls' Day,
commemorated the following day, will be marked with a memorial mass
on Monday, November 2 at 7:30 p.m. at St. Paul’s Church.
At this service, the faithful departed will be remembered.

L ook for notices posted on the bulletin boards at St. Paul’s
and Trinity to write the names of those individuals you wish to have re-
membered at the All Souls' Day Mass. Please PRINT the names (first
and last) clearly.

Parish Work Day Set for November 7

Property and Maintenance Commission welcomes one and al to the final workday
of 2009 on Saturday, November 7, beginning at 9:00 am. We will work until noon.
The plan thistime isto "deep clean" St. Paul'sin preparation for the Chrlstmassea
son. There are many jobsto do: large and small. Please make time to -

join hands with fellow parishioners as we continue efforts to care for
our church home.

Diana Enloe and Jeff Dunnagan
Property and Maintenance Commission




RENEWAL OF
MARRIAGE VOWS

The Evangelism and Outreach Commission will sponsor the
annual renewal of marriage vows liturgy on Sunday, November 8.

Couples celebrating anniversariesthisyear which are multiples of
five (for example, the 5th, 10th, 15th, etc. anniversary) areinvited
to confirm their commitment to one another. You must register,
using the form printed below. Pleasedrop it into the offering
plate or send it to the Church Office by November 1.

Participating couples, please inviterelatives, friends and members
of your wedding party to sharein thisoccasion. Also, we hope you
will bring wedding photos for display at the special coffee hour.

__________________________________________________________________________

DATE OF MARRIAGE

PLACE OF MARRIAGE

SERVICE YOU PREFER ON NOVEMBER 8:

PHONE (day) (evening)
TRINITY ST.PAUL’S (Please check one)



Brass Cleaning

Friday, November 20, 2009
10:00 am.
St Paul’s
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Bishop t o Make Annual Homecoming

We are happy to welcome our Bishop, The Right Rev.
Peter H. Beckwith, to his annual homecoming in Alton
on Sunday, November 22.

Following services that day, we will honor the Bishop’s
presence with us at the Sunday School Harvest Feast
(see details below)!

On November 22, the children of St. Paul’s Sunday
School will prepare and host the annual Harvest Feast
Coffee Hour. The event will take place in Heneghan
Hall following the 10:30 am. service at St. Paul’s.

Children are encouraged to dress in work-friendly cloth-
ing and to be in the kitchen by 9:45 a.m. to prepare the meal.

All parishioners, friends, and family are invited to attend. Please be generous
with your donations so that we may share our blessings with those in need. This
year, contributions will be given to the Coats for Kids program.

Joette Moyer




Advent Begins November 29

The Season of Advent, which begins on the fourth Sunday be-
fore Christmas, is the start of the church year. Itisatime of

preparation for remembering Christ’sincarnation at Christmas
and for anticipating the return of Christ in his Second Coming.

In early church history, Advent began as atime of repentance.

It served as preparation for Epiphany, which was the second most popular day for
baptisms (after Pentecost). It isfor thisreason that Episcopalians do not use flow-
ers on the altar during Advent (just as in Lent), nor do we put up Christmas decora-

tionsin the church until Christmas Eve.

Common traditions during the Advent season, such as Advent calendars and Ad-
vent wreaths, add to the anticipation of Jesus’ birth. Some people leave the manger
empty when setting up their nativity scene. Then, during Christmas morning cele-
brations, they place the newborn baby Jesusin his “bed.”

Most importantly, we are to use this time to prepare ourselves to celebrate the anni-
versary of the Lord’s coming into the world as the incarnate God of Love, and to
make ourselves ready for His final coming as judge, at death and at the end of the
world.

A Recommitment of Acolyteswill take place on Sunday, November 29
)/ during services at both Trinity Chapel and St. Paul’s Church. This annual
event, held on the First Sunday in Advent, is when all acolytes rededicate
themselves to serving at the altar and ask God’ s blessing on their dutiesin

AC@HQ les the sanctuary.

&

Liturgy and Music Commission

There will be no Sunday School for children or adults

on November 29.




Book Discussion Features
A Christmas Box

A Christmas Box by Richard Paul Evansisthe Book Discussion Group’s featured
book for our combined November/December meeting. The discussion, to be led by
Barbara Ulffers, will be held Wednesday, December 2 beginning at 2:00 p.m. at
Trinity Chapel.

Upcoming selections include Prince of Tides by Pat Conroy in January. Book dis-
cussions are normally held on the fourth Wednesday of each month in the Parish
Hall a Trinity Chapel at 2:00 p.m.

Isthere a particular book you'd like to read? Let usknow. Everyoneiswelcome,
even if for just one discussion! For more information, please contact Susan Luka-
sik at 466-1074 or e-mail slukasik@piasanet.com.

Education Commission

Richard Paul Evans originally wrote The Christmas Box
as an expression of love for histwo daughters, never
intending for it to be published. Many Christmas sea-
sons later, this touching tale relates the meaning of
Christmasin a profound but simple way. The story re-
lates how ayoung couple, Richard (who narrates) and
Keri, accept a position to care for alonely widow, Mary
Parkin, in her spacious Victorian mansion. As Christmas
draws near, Mary becomes anxious about Richard's ob-
session with success and his failure to make time for his
family. She urges him to reconsider his priorities, but he
is always too busy to heed her advice. Itisonly when
Mary is on her deathbed and her secret sorrow isre-
vealed through the letter-laden Christmas box of thetitle
that Richard realizes what she has been trying to tell him.
The message concerns love, of course. But unlike many well-known Christ-
mas tales (such as Dickens's), which carry that message in a basically nonsec-
tarian manner, thisis steeped in specific Christian imagery and belief as the
author draws on the drama of Jesus as God's sacrifice for the world's sins, and
of his crucifixion and resurrection.
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LETTER TO THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH MEN

Gentlemen of the ECM, first off, mark your calendars for Wednesday evening,
December 2, 2009 at 6:00 p.m.—we will meet at Gentelin’son Broadway
for our annual Christmas party.

Next, | would like to inform all of you that we will be having a meeting of the
ECM on Saturday, November 14, 2009 at 8:00 a.m. at the Golden Corral
restaurant. We will be electing a new president for the group and conducting
other business before the end of the year.

As| am sure most of you are aware, this ECM group of men are al getting
older—we need some young blood to keep things going. | realize that earlier in
the year the motion was made and passed that we would no longer conduct fund
raisers for our group, and that we would become a fellowship group of individu-
als getting together when even the notion hit.

| personally don’t wish to see this organization dissolve, but if we can’'t get
more dedicated and younger membersinvolved, I’'m afraid that is what’s going
to transpire. Itisn't fair to try and provide functions such as the Pancake and
Sausage Supper and the Fish Fry for our parish with just a handful of men
showing up to work.

We desperately need some dedicated Parish members to step forward and get
involved, we have accomplished so much over the past years in supporting Life
Linefor our elderly parish members, assisting the Property and Maintenance
commission with the upkeep of our parish, supporting a child in the orphanage
in India, purchasing needed equipment for the Parish, and paying for the Christ-
mas decorations for both of our houses of worship. It would be a shameto give
up this stewardship of God' s houses of worship.

Please give this matter some deep thought and prayer, and | will see you at the
meeting.
Sincerely and God Bless.

Al Elkins
ECM president




Coming soon...

Wednesday, Dec2  Book discussion—The Christmas Box—Trinity Chapel, 2 p.m.
ECM Christmas Party—Gentelin’'s, 6:00 p.m.

Sunday, Dec 13 Sunday School Pageant—St. Paul’s
Christmas caroling—meet at St. Paul’s, 4:00 p.m.

Tuesday, Dec 15 Last Tuesday Mass and Bible study before Christmas break—
St. Paul’s, 9:30 am.

Sunday, Dec 20 Service of Lessons and Carols— St. Paul’s, 6:30 p.m.

Thursday, Dec 24  Church Office closes at noon
First Mass of Christmas—St. Paul’s, 4:00 p.m.
Midnight Mass of the Nativity—St. Paul’s, 11:00 p.m.

Friday, Dec 25 Church Office closed
Mass of Christmas morning—210:00 a.m., Trinity Chapel

Thursday, Dec31 ~ Church Office closes at noon
Friday, Jan 1 Church Office closed
Tuesday, January 5  Bible Study resumes —Resurrection Lutheran, 9:30 am.

From the Register...

Baptisms:
Aidan Malcolm Hayes, son of Justin and Amber Hayes, was baptized on

Sunday, October 18, 2009 at St. Paul’s. We welcome Aidan into the Parish
family! BAPTISM

Weddings:

Congratulations to Sean Christopher Roark and Melissa Anne McGraw

» who were married at St. Paul’ s on October 23, 2009!
Marvriage




50 %&0.7 The deadlinefor
the December
F]N HEK‘L]‘-TH Angelusis
November 16, 2009.
MONTH-SEPT 2009 Please e-mail your articlesto
Income outreach@episcopalalton.org.
Member Contributions  $15,894
Other $293
Total Income $16,188
Expenses $16,472
Deficit $284 The Church Office
d will be closed
YEAR-TO-DATE ‘r{ Yl for Thanksgiving
Income —=>> Thursday and Friday,
Member Contributions ~ $133,738 November 26-27.
Other $17,723
Total Income $151,461 .
Expenses $174 468 Have a blessed holiday!
Deficit $23,007

BOILER FUND REPORT

Installation of the new heating system at St. Paul’sis complete!
Have you noticed how niceit isto be warm at church
asthe weather outside turns cold?

We wish to thank those who have already contributed
to the Boiler Fund. So far, membershave contributed $8,333.

Our goal isto raise $60,000 from members’' contributions
over the next two yearsto pay for the new heating system.

If you can help, please make your check to
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
and memo it The Boiler Fund.

Thanks so much for your gener osity!
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Have You Noticed the Bulletin Board at St. Paul’s 1

The newly formed Publicity Committee thanks Jane Hill for
onceagain volunteering to maintain the main bulletin board &t
St. Paul's. Our aim is to keep this space attractive and the paqst-
ingstimely and informative. If you have articles, photos, or aany
other information to share, please see that Jane gets those [tems.

Diana Enloe
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St. Frances Guild Seeks New Members

St. Frances Guild is seeking new members to join their grébp.group of
ladies meets at various times of the year at Trinity Chapety hold an an- |
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nual geranium sale as a fundraiser to help the parish and welcome you tq# join
them. Please contact President Sydney Ferguson at486 if you have
any questionsSign up sheets for membership are posted at St. Paul's a :
Trinity Chapel. J
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Help Send Booksto Military Members Over seas

The Hayner Public Library District is sponsoring a new progr@mperation Sol-
diers in which volunteers at the library box up library books that are no longer in
circulation and mail these books to service people overseas. They are looljing for
members of the community to “adopt” boxes of books by contributing to mgling
costs. The minimal shipping cost per box is $9.79.

The national organizatio@peration PaperbacWwill ensure the
books get routed to the many “tent libraries” established in Iraq
and Afghanistan.

For information about this program or to adopt a box, please
call Stephanie Munson at 4688577, extension 2844,




