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RIRECTOR

Dear Friends,

“On Palm Sunday the Church commemorates Christ’s entry into Jerusalem to accomplish
his saving work by dying and rising again. The liturgy of the day has two distinctive fea-
tures, the procession and the reading of the Passion Gospel. The procession isthefirst of the
commemorative liturgical actions of Holy Week which remind us of the main eventsin the
last week of Jesus' ministry. Palm or other branches are carried, although they are secon-
dary to the procession itself. But the procession does not only remind us of what happened
then. Itisan act of praise to Christ the king who reigns and triumphs on the cross, and it
expresses our own readiness to take up our cross and follow our crucified and risen Lord, as
we go with him to the place of suffering and death.” (LHWE)

Those words, taken from the book Lent, Holy Week and Easter, highlight the significance of
what we do on Palm Sunday. 1n some churches — given their size and shape, together with
the possibility of inclement weather — it is not possible to have such a procession, but in any
case the solemn entry of the ministers following the reading of the Triumphal Entry gospel
serves aimost as well in drawing attention to Christ’s entry into Jerusalem. Let’s hope for
fine weather though!

“The reading of the Passion Gospel takes us into the heart of Holy Week. The solemn read-
ing or singing of the Passion and death of Jesus Christ is an essential part of the liturgy of
Palm Sunday. For this reason the full form of the Passion should be used whenever possi-
ble. Because the procession and Passion Gospel are in themselves an eloquent proclamation
of the gospel, the sermon may be omitted.” (LHWE)

Many people testify to the profundity of the experience of the reading of the Passion Gospel
and the experience of hearing three or more voices reading the dramatic events at the end of
Our Lord' s earthly life.

Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday of Holy Week provide an ideal opportunity for the faith-
ful to gather quietly in prayer, contemplating the events of Our Lord’s last week. The Mass
is at the heart of these observances and we will celebrate the Mass at 7:30 p.m. at Trinity
Chapel on each of these days. In addition, on Tuesday the Stations of the Cross will be fol-
lowed at 12:00 noon at St. Paul’s, thus providing a chance to follow in the steps of the cruci-
fied one using scripture and hymns, pausing at the various stations along the Way of the
Cross.



“Maundy Thursday marks a new beginning, the beginning of the end. From this point on, our
Christian worship is a continuum through to Easter Morning. The Jewish beginning of the
day (in the evening) unites the events of Maundy Thursday with the death of Christ the next
afternoon. The provision that services may continue into a Watch underlines this continuity.
The Watch should be observed at least for an hour, preferably until midnight, if not until the
Liturgy of Good Friday.” (LHWE)

The Mass of the Lord’s Supper on Maundy Thursday recalls the institution of the Holy Com-
munion as we obey Christ’s command to do this in remembrance of me. Following the Mass,
the altars are stripped and crosses and candles are removed from the body of the church to
signify the last stripping away of earthly things from the life of Christ as he prepared himself
for hisfate in the stark bareness of Gethsemane. The Eucharist istransferred to the altar in St.
Elizabeth’ s Chapel where watch is kept till midnight. The Watch is atime when quite simply
we keep watch and pray. Itisat thistime that we ourselves enter into the Garden of Geth-
semane, before and with Jesus present in the Blessed Sacrament reserved on the atar.

“The service for Good Friday is divided into four parts: the Ministry of the Word, the Procla-
mation of the Cross, the Intercessions, the Holy Communion. It isthe narration of the events
leading to the crucifixion historically from St. John’s Gospel, which lies a the heart of the
service. Itistherefore to be recommended that the whole of the Passion Narrative provided is
to be used on this occasion. There will be various ways in which the Proclamation of the
Cross is managed, according to local custom — the end should always be the stark reality of
the cross set up before the people and an opportunity for silent reflection and intercession.
The main thrust of the order set out in this document is that the reception of Holy Communion
isto be encouraged. It isthe sacramental means whereby the believer, together with the
whole Church, is drawn into the movement of Christ’s own self offering to the Father, that
full, perfect and sufficient sacrifice, oblation and satisfaction for the sins of the whole world,
made once for all by the Savior’s death on the cross.” (LHWE)

Regarding the service on Holy Saturday: “ The oldest feature of the celebration of Easter isa
vigil of watching and waiting, which in early times the Church kept throughout the night,
meditating on the mighty acts of God in scripture and praying until dawn, when Christ’s Res-
urrection was proclaimed.” (LHWE) The elements of Light, Scripture and Renewal of Bap-
tismal Vows form the core of thisvigil in our beautiful and darkened church, concluding with
preparation for Holy Communion as we |ook forward to celebrating the Resurrection on
Easter Morning.

Yours sincerely, , =
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Fr. David+



LENTEN CALENDAR

Our Parish Lenten Program will be held at St. Paul’ s each Wednesday in Lent
beginning the week after Ash Wednesday (see dates below). Each evening
will begin with Mass at 6:00 p.m. (with the exception of March 24 when we
have Stations of the Cross instead), followed by a L enten meal at 6:30 p.m.
Following the meal, Fr. David and others will lead a Study Program expand-
ing on last year’ s theme of Experiencing the Sacred. We will finish around
8:00 p.m. The Lenten program will conclude the Wednesday prior to Holy
Wesek.

The meal will consist of soup, bread and cheese. This will be provided, so
you don’t have to bring anything, but everyone will be asked to make a volun-
tary donation (minimum $3 per person is suggested, with children under 16
free) to cover costs, with any profit going to the Crisis Food Center.

Please join usin our observance of this holy season of Lent.

L enten Program
Experiencing the Sacred

February 24—Sacred Writings
March 3—Sacred Places
March 10—Sacred Pictures
March 17—Sacred Music & Dance
March 24—Sacred Journey




Fr. David will lead parishionersin Stations of the Cross
every Tuesday during Lent
from 12:00 noon to 12:30 p.m. at St. Paul’s.

Hosts for the Lenten evening meals will be as follows:
February 24—ECW Board
March 3—Guild of Grace
March 10—ECM
March 17—Trinity Missionary Society,
St. Frances Guild, Daughters of the King
March 24—V estry

Diocese of Springfield
DIOCESAN PRAYER FELLOWSHIP
invites you to
The 28th PAUSING FOR PRAYER

Saturday, March 13, 2010
9:30 a.m.—3:30 p.m.

Cathedral Church of St. Paul in Springfield, I1linois

Snacks and lunch will be provided at no cost.

Please mail or e-mail the registration form found in The Springfield Current
or available from the Church Office by Friday, March 7, 2010.




Community Lenten Program 2010

Theme: “1 am the Vine, you arethe branches’

Worship will be 12:00 noon to 12:30 p.m. and will be followed by a soup and sandwich
luncheon with dessert for $3.00 per person.

A freewill offering will be taken at the door by Church Women United and the proceeds
will be divided evenly between Oasis Women's Center and the Alton Crisis Food Center.

These services are offered and planned by several Alton churches in cooperation with Al-
ton Church Women United. Representatives of Church Women United will be available to greet
and usher at each of the services.

Date Host Church Speaker

February 17  Ash Wednesday
Main St. United Methodist Church Rev. David Goins
1400 Main $t., Alton, 1L

February 24  Trinity Lutheran Church Rev. Janet Riley
801 Blair St., Alton, IL

March 3 Lead the Way Christian Church Rev. James Webb
1145 College Ave,, Alton, IL

March 10 Elm St. Presbyterian Church Rev. Edwin M. Coleman
101 W. Elm St., Alton, IL

March 17 Morning Star Baptist Church Rev. Bill Veith
1E. 6th St., Alton, IL

March 24 College Ave. Presbyterian Church Rev. James Hahs

1702 Clawson Street, Alton, IL
March 31 Holy Week

Greater St. James Baptist Church Rev. Vanessa Robinson
2016 Belle St., Alton, IL

April 2 Good Friday
12th St. Presbyterian Church Rev. David Olsen

504 E. 12th St., Alton, IL

Except for Ash Wednesday, there will be no noon service at Trinity Chapel during Lent.
Instead, you are encouraged to attend the Community Lenten services.




ECM Fish Fry
Friday, March 26, 2010  5-7:00 p.m.
St. Paul’s Church

Menu: Full Dinner = $8.00
(fish, two side dishes, drink and dessert)

Fish Sandwich = $5.00 (fish sandwich, drink and dessert)
Child’sMenu = $3.00 (hot dog, drink and dessert)

Drinks = coffee (regular & decaf), iced tea, water, milk, juice
Sides = baked beans, cole saw
Desserts = assorted

Please invite your friends and neighborsto join us!

Altar Guild
Palm Cross M aking
and Brass Cleaning

Friday, March 26, 2010 There will be no
10:00 a.m. at St. Paul’s Sunday School

For information, contact on Palm Sunday, March 28,
Margaret Engelmann at 466-6366. or on Easter, April 4, 2010.

Maundy Thursday Vigil Beforethe Altar of Repose

Just as the Disciples were asked to wait and watch as Jesus prayed
in the Garden of Gethsemane the night He was betrayed, we are asked to
watch and pray before the Blessed Sacrament on Maundy Thursday, the

time we set aside to commemorate events of that night.

Our vigil will take placein St. Elizabeth’s Chapel (the room behind
the main atar at St. Paul’ s) immediately following the Maundy Thursday
service until midnight. The sign-up schedule for half-hour watchesis
posted outside the Church Office. Pleasejoin in thistime of prayer,
meditation, adoration and silence.




E Palm Sunday 8:15 a.m.—Trinity Chapel
10:30 am.—St. Paul’s

On Palm Sunday the Church commemorates Christ’s entry
into Jerusalem to accomplish his saving work by dying and
rising again. Theliturgy of the day has two distinctive fea-
tures, the procession and the reading of the Passion Gospel.

Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday of Holy Week
7:30 p.m. Trinity Chapel

H O LY W E E K These days provide an ideal opportunity for the faithful to

gather quietly in prayer, contemplating the events of Our
Lord’'slast week. The Massis at the heart of these observances and we will celebrate
the Mass at 7:30 p.m. each of these days.

Maundy Thursday 7:30 p.m. Massof TheLord’s Supper—St. Paul’s

Maundy Thursday marks a new beginning, the beginning of the end. From this point
on, our Christian worship is a continuum through to Easter Morning. The Mass of the
Lord s Supper on Maundy Thursday recalls the institution of the Holy Communion as
we obey Christ’s command to do this in remembrance of me. Following the Mass, the
atars are stripped and crosses and candles are removed from the body of the church to
signify the last stripping away of earthly things from the life of Christ as he prepared
himself for hisfate in the stark bareness of Gethsemane. The Eucharist is transferred to
the altar in St. Elizabeth’ s Chapel where watch is kept until midnight.

Good Friday 7:30 p.m. The Liturgy of The Lord’s Passion—St. Paul’s

The service for Good Friday is divided into four parts. the Ministry of the Word, the
Proclamation of the Cross, the Intercessions, the Holy Communion. It isthe narration

of the events leading to the crucifixion historically from St. John’s Gospel that lies at the
heart of the service.

Holy Saturday 7:30 p.m. TheEaster Vigil—St. Paul’s

The elements of Light, Scripture and Renewal of Baptismal VVows form the core of this
vigil in our beautiful and darkened church, concluding with preparation for Holy Com-
munion as we look forward to celebrating the Resurrection on Easter Morning.



EASTER FLOWERS

The glorious message of Easter morning is reflected in the festive
decoration of our worship areas. You may share in this special Easter ministry
by offering gifts in memory of loved ones or in thanksgiving for special Easter
blessings.

Your gift will be acknowledged in the Easter bulletin. Pleasefill out the
form below (exactly asyou want it to appear in the bulletin) and return it to the
church office with your check made payableto “ St. Paul’s Episcopal Church.”

GIVEN BY:

THE AMOUNT OF YOUR GIFT $

IN MEMORY OF:

OR

IN THANKSGIVING FOR:

ST.PAUL’S

TRINITY CHAPEL
(Please check one of the above)

DEADLINE FOR BULLETIN
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
March 28, 2010




A FUN EVENING FOR YOU...

and your friends!

The Vestry is sponsoring our second “Preview Party”
fundraiser with Alton Little Theater on:

Thursday, March 18, 2010
Hors d’'oeuvres and wine at 6:30
Preview performance ofOver the Taverrby Tom Dudzick at 7:30.

This play provides a look at family life in the 50’s, with humor and pathos, Catholic
expectations and personal disappointments.

We can't advertise this performaneexcept by worebf-mouth to our friends.
Your Vestry is counting on you to support this worthwhile project.

Here’s how:
Buy tickets!
Offer to bring an hors d’oeuvres or a bottle of wine!
Offer to help serve that evening!
Or, best of all, ALL of the above!

Tickets cost $20 each; since this is a special event, your ALT season ticket isjjnot
valid. Give it to someone . . . or see the play twice!

Last year EPA profited +$1500 from this project, in addition to the fun and fel
lowship we EPA members enjoyed with many +ipiscopal friends.

We can sell up to 220 tickets; the more we sell, the more the EPA will anéikee
of which will go to Haiti Relief!

So invite your friends and join in the fun and fellowship of an evening at the tigeater
together.

See or phone one of your Vestry members for ticketddmeh 15, 2010

The Vestry



