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The Episcopal Parish of Alton has asits mission:
the knowing and praising of God and his Son Jesus,
outreach to the needy,
and the giving and receiving of love.
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Vestry
Rector’sWarden: TBA
Parish Warden: TBA
Clerk of the Vestry: Jane Hill
Treasurer: Bill Bryant
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FROM THIFz

Dear Friends,

As we are soon to begin another period of Lenten observance, | want to write briefly about
the Sacrament of Reconciliation with the suggestion that you might want to ask yourself the
guestion: Isit for me?

The Sacrament of Reconciliation, or Penance asiit is sometimes known, is perhaps more
popularly referred to as* Confession.”

We are familiar enough with the corporate act of confession in the public services of our
church, but private auricular confession is something that is often misunderstood either be-
cause people are unfamiliar with it, or because they retain some peculiar prejudice against it.
Let'slook at the Anglican position on confession.

This has aways been summed-up in the phrase: “al may, none must, some should.” This
fairly self-explanatory principle is enunciated throughout the 1662 Book of Common Prayer
in the services for the ordination of priests, the visitation of the sick, and the first exhortation
after the prayer for the Church in the Holy Communion Service, and is reflected in the
prayer book we use today.

These references are based, not on the theological or political whims of Thomas Cranmer,
but on the authority of the Bible. The Gospel of John (21:21-25) and the commissioning of
the disciples has these words: "Asthe Father has sent me, even so | send you.” And when
he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit. If you for-
givethe sins of any they are forgiven; if you retain the sins of any they are retained.”

In the Sacrament of Reconciliation, the priest will offer counsel, spiritua advice and pen-
ance to direct the penitent to do better and to try to live alife more reflective of the teach-
ings of Christ. The hearing of confessionsisavital ministry of the Church, quite smply
because it is the sacrament of Reconciliation. If you wish to explore this further, then
please do not hesitate to contact me. All may, none must, some should.

Y ours sincerely,

Fr. David+



The Feast of
The Presentation of Our Lord in the Temple
To Be Remembered on February 3

Our celebration of The Feast of the Presentation of Our
Lord in the Temple, normally observed each year on
February 2, will be transferred this year to be remem-

») } bered during our normal Sunday morning services on
A February 3. Thisfestival isaso known as the Purifica-
tion of Saint Mary the Virgin and as Candlemas.

The feast marks the presentation of the infant Jesusin
the temple 40 days after his birth and concludes the ob-
servances related to the Nativity of Christ. Thetitle,
“The Presentation,” reminds us of the Jewish law that every firstborn son had to be
dedicated to God in memory of the Israelites’ deliverance from Egypt, when the
firstborn sons of the Egyptians died and those of Israel were spared.

When Mary placed her small son into the arms of Simeon, it was the meeting of the
Old and New Dispensations. The old sacrifices, the burnt offerings and oblations,
were done away; a new and perfect offering had come into the temple.

February 2 also marks the ritual purification of Mary 40 days after the birth of her
son. This goes back to a Jewish tradition that women were considered unclean after
the birth of a child and were not permitted to enter the Temple to worship. At the
end of the proscribed time (40 days after the birth of a son and 60 days after the birth
of a daughter), the mother was brought to the Temple or synagogue and ritually puri-
fied.

The Feast of Purification is also called Candlemas because that was \*\\%\\?M @ ‘
the day on which the year’s supply of candles for the church were N % d s
blessed. Christians were observing Candlemasin Jerusalem asearly = Ob
asthe 4th century. By the middle of the 5th century, candles were lit rp
on this day to symbolize that Jesus Christ was the light, the truth and d 0
theway. Of interest isthat Candlemasis a cross quarter day, halfway H |
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between the winter solstice and the spring equinox. Winter is half
over...and spring isjust six and a half weeks away. Perhapsthe
Church chose this date for Candlemas to compete with the pagan fes-
tivals held then.
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Diocese of Springfield
DIOCESAN PRAYER FELLOWSHIP
invites you to

The 26th PAUSING FOR PRAYER

with Norma Dearing
(Host of the nationally syndicated radio prograhe Healing Toug

Healing Prayer

Saturday, February 2, 2008
9:30 a.m—3:00 p.m.
At the Cathedral Church of St. Paul in Springfield, Illinois

Registration for the event will begin a 8:45 a.m. Coffee and donuts will be providged.
Lunch will also be served. Participants may register by phone (217)&2, email
to diocese@episcopalspringfield.org or mail the form available in the Church Offfce.

Please come prepared to “play” in the
Souper Bowl of Caringn Super

Bowl Sunday, February 3. Drop a
dollar into the “soup pot” at St. Paulls
or Trinity Chapel as you leave wor-
ship that day. By doing so, you will
unite with thousands of people worlp-
wide who are putting God’s love intp
action. The money we collect will gp
to Crisis Food Center.




