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The Episcopal Parish of Alton has asits mission:
the knowing and praising of God and his Son Jesus,
outreach to the needy,
and the giving and receiving of love.
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RIRECTOR

Dear Friends,

As many of you know, our Diocese of Springfield has begun the process for the election
of a successor to our Bishop, The Rt. Rev'd Peter H. Beckwith. | have spoken about
this process a couple of times recently, but now | want to share with the wider Angelus
readership the following letter which has been sent by Fr. Tony Holder on behalf of the
Standing Committee of the Diocese. He writes:

Dear Diocesan Family:

On October 23, 2009 at the 132™ Synod of the Diocese, the Sanding Committee
unveiled the process and timeline for electing the next Bishop of Springfield. The
purpose for writing at thistime isto share with the wider diocesan family the election
process and timeline and to invite you to recommend names of clergy and lay members
in the diocese who you believe will be equipped to serve on the Election Committee.

During our retreat in August this year and after much prayer and reflection, the
member s of the Sanding Committee decided on an el ection process which they felt was
best suited for our diocese at thistime. The processis not unique to the diocese since a
similar procedure was used to elect the current Bishop of Springfield in 1991.

The process began with the announcement of The Reverend Canon Gene Stormer as
Chair of the Election Committee and the outline of the process at our just concluded
Diocesan Synod. The next step is the formation of an Election Committee which, in
consultation with the Sanding Committee, will prepare the groundwork for the
nomination of candidates for the election. The Election Committee will be responsible
for developing a diocesan profile, nomination guidelines and form, a questionnaire to
be answered by prospective candidates and to coordinate the visits (walk-abouts) of
those candidates who are nominated at the Nominating Synod. As a result, the duty of
the Election Committee is not that of a Nominating Committee who chooses or
nominates candidates for the election but to be facilitators, assisting in the election
process by engaging in specific tasks.

The timeline for the Election Processis as follows:
e February 17, 2010 (Ash Wednesday): The Election Committee completes the
Survey, Diocesan Profile, Nomination Guidelines and Forms and sends
Nomination Guidelines and Forms to interested Candidates.



e April 4, 2010 (Easter Day): Deadline for receiving Nominations for Episcopate
Election. Election Committee contacts Candidates and mails Questionnaires to
them.

e May 13, 2010 (Ascension Day): Deadline for Candidates to respond to
Questionnaires.

e June?29, 2010 (Sts. Peter and Paul): Initial Screening (Background Checks) of
Candidates. Election Committee completes compilation of Booklet of Candidates
and sends to Nominating Synod delegates and churches in the diocese.

e August 6-7, 2010 (Transfiguration): The Nominating Synod (comprising of Synod
delegates elected at the Annual Meetings in January 2010) convenes to nominate
the final list of Candidates for Bishop Coadjutor. The number of the final slate of
Candidates will be determined by the Standing Committee prior to the Nominating
Synod.

e August 31 — September 2, 2010: Candidates will visit the diocese (Walk-abouts)
to meet its members and for the diocesan family to ask questions of the
Candidates.

e September 17-18, 2010: The Electing Synod (the same delegates at the
Nominating Synod) convenes to elect the Bishop Coadjutor.

Following the election, the name of the Bishop-elect with appropriate testimonials and
documentation, will be forwarded to the Presiding Bishop who will notify the Bishops
exercising jurisdiction, and to the Standing Committee of each diocese for their consent.
We expect the Consent process to conclude on January 18, 2011, which would be the
required 120 days as stipulated by the Constitution and Canons of the Episcopal Church.
We hope the consecration of our next Bishop will take place either in February or March
2011, but the date will be determined in consultation with the Presiding Bishop’s Office.

The Sanding Committee is al so accepting recommendations for clergy and lay members
of the diocese to serve on the Election Committee. We desire individuals who possess
giftsor skills that would be needed to achieve the above-mentioned responsibilities and a
willingness to meet the time commitment necessary in order to accomplish the goals of the
eighteen month process. Please complete the attached recommendation form and return
it by November 15, 2009 to the mailing address on the form or email it to:
standingcommittee@episcopal springfield.org

Please permit me to add that members of the Sanding Committee are prepared to visit
your church, if you so desire, to outline and answer any questions that members may have
concer ning the election process. You may contact me at 618-632-6168 or email at:
frtony@stmichael sofallon.org or standingcommittee@episcopal springfield.org to
schedule a visit.



We encourage you to engage in prayer throughout this process. We have formulated
prayers and intercessory petitions which may be included in the Prayers of the People
in Rites| and 11 of the Holy Eucharist as well asto be used in Morning and Evening
Prayer. These prayers can be found on the diocesan web site on the Bishop Search
page Dlscernment Reeources We also invite you to use the webste

updates and mformatlon as to how the processis unfoldi ng Our intentionisto keep the
diocesan family informed on a regular basis or asinformation is received.

Do keep us and the Election Committee in your prayers as we engage in the task of
guiding and facilitating the process of the election of our next bishop.

Blessingsto all!

Faithfully yoursin Christ,

The Very Rev. Dr. Anthony B. Holder
President, Sanding Committee

Prayer for the Election of a Bishop

Almighty God, giver of every good gift: Look graciously on your Church, and so guide
the minds of those who shall choose a Bishop for this Diocese, that we may receive a
faithful pastor, who will care for your people and equip us for our ministries; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Prayer for the Standing, and Election Committees

Almighty and Everliving God, source of all wisdom and understanding, be present with
those who take counsel in the Standing Committee and the Election Committee for the
choosing of a Bishop for this Diocese. Teach them in all things to seek first your honor
and glory. Guide them to perceive what is right, and grant them both the courage to
pursue it and the grace to accomplish it; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Yourssincerely,
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http://www.episcopalspringfield.org

Givethe Gift of Gift Cards

The Evangelism and Outreach Commission invites you to be a part
of the parish Christmas outreach project for Oasis Women’s Center.

The commission is asking you to purchase gift cards from K Mart,

Kohl’'s, Target, Macy’s, Sear's or Penney’ sin any denomination you

wish. These will be given to Oasis Women’ s Center families who

can then shop for what they most want and need for Christmas. Gifts cards can be
brought to Trinity and St. Paul’ s and placed in the gift boxes provided. Gift cards
will be collected through December 20.

The families at Oasis loved this program in the past and the commission hopes you
will again support it generously. The ability to shop independently give these women
a needed sense of ownership and esteem. Thank you for providing a Christmas
blessing to them.

Evangelism and Outreach Commission

Guild of Grace Christmas Party

Tuesday, December 1, at 6:00 p.m.
Heneghan Hall

Please bring an appetizer to share
and aWHITE ELEPHANT, if you wish, for our gift exchange,
instead of our usual Christmas ornament.
Then we ask you to give the treasurer the amount
you would have spent on the Christmas Ornament—
we will give that as an additional donation to the Episcopal Parish of Alton.

Hope to see you on December 1st for afun evening!

For more information, contact Barbara Ulffers at 462-1364.




Book Discussion Features
A Christmas Box

A Christmas Box by Richard Paul Evansis the Book Discussion Group’s featured
book for our combined November/December meeting. The discussion, to be led by
Barbara Ulffers, will be held Wednesday, December 2 beginning at 2:00 p.m. at
Trinity Chapel.

| e oo o o= Upcoming selectionsinclude Prince of Tides by Pat Conroy in
+ January. Book discussions are normally held on the fourth
Wednesday of each month in the Parish Hall at Trinity Chapel
at 2:00 p.m.

'~ Isthereaparticular book you'd like to read? Let us know.

. Everyoneiswelcome, even if for just one discussion! For
more information, please contact Susan Lukasik at 466-1074 or
. e-mail slukasik@piasanet.com.

Education Commission
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will hold their Christmas Party
at Gentelin’s *

on Wednesday, December 2, beginning at 6:00 p.m. i

? 1 For more information,
n contact Al Elkins at 465-4125.

NG &
Q) e e e e e e B B B e




Children’s Christmas Pageant
To Be Presented December 13

Pageant

The Children’s Christmas pageant will be presented on
December 13 following the morning worship service at St. Paul’s.
Rehearsal will be held at St. Paul's on December 12 at 9:00 a.m.

Bring your family and friends to witness what is always an
inspiring event sure to bring smiles.

Joette Moyer

Join the Caroling Fun on December 13

Capture the spirit of Christmas by joining the parish caravan of carolers
on December 13, 2009 to visit our homebound parishioners for caroling
and greeting. Musical talent is not arequirement and children are welcome.

Carolerswill gather in the downstairs (Market Street) Parlor at St. Paul’s at
4:15 p.m. to get song sheets, itinerary and silly hats. The caravan will leave
promptly at 4:30 p.m. Itineraries will be posted on the Market Street door for
those who might have to join the group en route.

After caroling, everyoneisinvited to join us for a Dutch treat dinner at alocal
5 » y ; Trestaurant. Sign up sheetswill be posted at Trinity

~ and St. Paul’s.
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Evangelism and Outreach Commission




Service of Nine Lessons and Carols %

The annual Service of Nine Lessons and Carols (SONLAC) will be z é
held on Sunday, December 20 at 6:30 p.m. at St. Paul’s Church.

Thisisatraditional service in which we hear nine passages of ﬁ?{?
scripture read to us, tracing the promises of God to His ancient
people—promises which received fulfillment in the birth of Our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ. Thefinal reading is the beginning of the Gospel according to St.
John.

In between the readings we sing carols; some are choir-only items but the majority
are for the whole congregation to sing. A Bidding Prayer precedes al of this and
the service ends with prayers of intercession. It is adeeply moving service which
lasts 45-60 minutes. We will offer light refreshments afterward.

It iswell worth coming along and telling all your friends about it too. It isnot just
acarol-sing. Itisthe Word of God read and carols sung in praise, and is pure

worship. Some of you may be familiar with this format for which King's College,
Cambridge, England is renowned.

Celebrate the Nativity of Our Lord

Christmas Eve—Thursday, December 24

4:00 p.m. at St. Paul’s: First Mass of Christmas
Especially for Children and Families

11:00 p.m. at St. Paul’s: Midnight Mass of the Nativity
Solemn Mass Preceded by Christmas
Music Beginning at 10:40 p.m.

Christmas Day—Friday, December 25

10:00 am. at Trinity:  Mass of Christmas Morning







