THE . ALTON
ANGELUS
| April 2008 |
The Rev. David J. Boase—Rector

The Episcopal Parish of Alton has asits mission:
the knowing and praising of God and his Son Jesus,
outreach to the needy,
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FROM THIFz

Dear Friends,

Where did our hymns come from? Most of us reckon to know about hymns. At
least we know what we like, and often have a good idea about how we think a hymn
should be played and sung. However, not all hymns are written to be sung to raise
the roof of the church. Some are more of a quiet meditative prayer, and indeed the
individual versesin any hymn will often need to be sung differently. A mix of old
and new is usually to be welcomed, though not all new hymnody is an unqualified
success. Equally, some older hymns leave much to be desired. For example, in
some versions of All things bright and beautiful we find the verse:

Therich man in his castle,

The poor man at his gate,

God made them, high or lowly,
And order'd their estate.

| don't know about you, but | find that alittle bit difficult!

Before this article on hymns turns into a sermon, and back to the question “where
did our hymns come from?’, did you know that in 1819 in Sheffield, England a
priest by the name of Thomas Cotterill was charged by a church court for using a
hymnbook in church services? Until that test case, hymn singing in the Church of
England was considered to be illegal.

It was in 1827 that Bishop Reginald Heber's Hymns was published, with advice be-
ing sought from the poet Robert Southey and the novelist Sir Walter Scott. By the
time you read this article, we will have sung Ride on, ride on in majesty from this
particular book.

The Oxford Movement in England revived interest in early Greek and Latin hymns,
many of them translated and adapted by JM. Neale. Other peopleinvolved in the
Oxford movement wrote hymns, such as Cardinal Newman's Lead, kindly Light and
Praise to the holiest in the height. Thereis much about personal devotion in the Ox-
ford Movement's hymns.

There were many women hymn writers in the nineteenth century, probably best-
known among them being Mrs. C.F. Alexander, who wrote All things bright and
beautiful, Oncein royal David's city, and Thereis a green hill far away. Charlotte
Elliott wrote the wonderful hymn Just as | am without one plea.



Between 1800 and 1880, 220 different hymn books appeared in churches and many
of these hymns are still sung, such as the Presbyterian Horatius Bonar's Fill thou my
life O Lord my God, and the Church of Ireland's Thomas Kelly's hymn The Head
that once was crowned with thorns. Hymns Ancient and Modern was published in
1861, and since then churches have used arange of hymnbooks, some of the modern
editions combining the best of old and new.

Thisis the developmenta background to many of the hymns we sing today but, in
addition, another strand grew out of the folk tradition of the Baptists in the south,
with the ssimple and repetitive harmonies of the gospel songs. Othersreflected alib-
eral outlook, such as Samuel Johnson's City of God how broad and far, or Oliver
Wendell Holmes's Lord of all being throned afar. Other American writers included
Frederick Hosmer - Thy kingdom come on bended knee, William Merrill - Rise up O
men of God, and Edward Sears - It came upon the midnight clear. One of the most
popular hymns today comes from this time - John Greenleaf Whittier's Dear Lord
and Father of mankind.

In 1870, Dwight L. Moody and Ira D. Sankey began to collect hymns for their evan-
gelistic campaigns, and by 1903 they had collected 1200 pieces into a booklet. The
material was designed very much for revivalist meetings rather than for congrega-
tional worship, but alongside the music hall element of these songs there was the
important introduction of the element of story telling into the hymns.

Many people tend to judge hymns by their tunes, and to complain if ahymnis sung
to adifferent tune from the one they happen to like. Most hymns, however, can be
sung to avariety of tunes, and the nineteenth century also witnessed a growth in the
writing of hymn tunes, especially by John Bacchus Dykes and Sir John Stainer.
Samuel Sebastian Wesley and Ralph Vaughan Williams followed in their footsteps.

Y ou probably know by now that | encourage using hymns as prayers. Hymns are so
good to use on virtually any occasion - in happiness, in sorrow, in sickness, at the
hour of death. Often avery ill person can be helped enormously by hearing well-
known hymn verses read to them. If there are times when you find prayer difficult,
or times when you can't concentrate on bible reading, why not take a hymn book and
read a hymn.

Yours sincerely,
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Fr. David+



Caring for God’s Creation

At its meeting on March 11, the Vestry endorsed the for-
) : % mation of the Environmental Stewardship Committee,
Tt T WYV which will coordinate efforts for us as a parish, and inform
A@‘* us asindividuals within communities, in better caring for
N s  God'sGood Creation. AnnBromaghim hes agreed to be
WARD Y leader of the group. Watch The Angelus each month for
helpful information, tips, reminders, and Parish progress
reports regarding recycling, energy conservation, and good stewardship ideas.

REMEMBER:
Flip a switch when leaving empty rooms, offices, and any church areas.

TURN DOWN
TURN OFF
UNPLUG

HELPFUL WEBSITES:

recycle@co.madison.il.us (or recycling hotline at 618-296-6647)

Adopt-A-Highway Trash Pickup Begins April 19

On April 19, we'll begin our annual litter patrol season on U.S. 67 between
Woody’ s Restaurant and Godfrey Road. We gather at Woody’ s parking lot at 7:30
am., depart in teams to pick up our stretch of roadway, then adjourn for awell-
deserved breakfast. The entire operation (including breakfast) is completed before
10:00 am. You will need sturdy shoes, long pants, and breakfast

money. Trash bags, gloves, pick-up sticks, and safety vests are 'A'HIGHW
provided. e e ’ —
For more information, contact Gay Bryant or Bill Eagleton.

Evangelism and Outreach Commission



http://www.energystar.gov
http://www.sierraclub.org
http://www.seventhgeneration

Caring for God'’s Creation:
Dispose of Electronic Waste Safely

Do you have any old electronics you no longer want and wish to dispose of them in
an earthfriendly manner? Well, this is your chance as The Episcopal Parish of Alton
is joining The Sierra Club and other groups in sponsoring sevaféddte Collec-

tions in the local area this year.

The dates and locations for scheduled collections, which will take place from 9:00
a.m. to 4:00 p.m. each day, include:

e Saturday, April 19—Alton Square Mall's lower level Sears' parking lot;
200 Alton Square Drive; Alton, IL 62002

e Sunday, May 18—Edwardsville's YMCA Meyer Center parking lot;
7348 Goshen Road in Edwardsville, IL 62025

o Saturday, May 31—Jerseyville Banking Center's parking lot;
Corner of North State and West Exchange; Jerseyville, IL 62052

Anything that has/had a plug or a battery will be recycled! Most everything will be
accepted for free, except the following: televisions $15 fee; computer monitors $10
fee; large appliances $5 fee. The fees go to the hazardous waste landfill; the Sierra
Club does NOT make any money off of the items. No Famrtaining white goods

or household hazardous wastes will be accepted. Sorry!

Volunteers are needed.If you are able to give an hour or two of your time to either
direct traffic or take items out of vehicles, please call the local Sierra Club office at
6184626802 or email Christine Favilla at cfavillalO@sbcglobal.net about the event
and time that you are able to help. If you can offer assistance to members of our Par-
ish who need help getting heavier items (e.g., TVs, computers) to Alton Square Mall
on April 19 (or if you have items you can’t transport yourself), please call Diana

Enloe at 463391.

Please tell your friends and neighbors about these events; help them to dispose of
these items properly. Together we can make a difference in caring for “this fragile
earth, our island home.”

Environmental Stewardship Committee



